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Rhode Island Natural History Survey 

License for Use of Digital Natural Heritage Resources Information 

Please print and complete the license below and mail or fax to RINHS using the contact information above. 

The Rhode Island Natural History Survey (RINHS) hereby grants a revocable license to ___________ (Licensee)  
 
to use the following data: 
 
_________________________________________________________________________________________________. 
  
For the following purpose: 
_________________________________________________________________________________________________. 
 
 
Use of these data is subject to the following conditions: 
 
1. The license is nonexclusive and revocable. 
 
2. The license is nontransferable, and any attempted transfer is void. 
 
3. The license conveys no rights for Licensee to release or distribute these data, or derivative works containing 

these data in any way or for any purpose not specified above. 
 
4. Licensee will identify "Rhode Island Natural History Survey" as data source on any map or publication using 

RINHS data.   
 
5. Licensee will provide RINHS with a list of any reports or printed materials prepared using RINHS data, and a 

sample copy of such material if requested by RINHS. 
 
 
8. Licensee understands and acknowledges that release of precise species locations may threaten natural heritage 

resources.  Licensee agrees to take reasonable precautions to ensure the security of species locations. 
 
9. Licensee agrees to share costs incurred by RINHS in making the data available, Licensee shall pay $____ within 

30 days of being billed by RINHS. 
 
10. Disclaimer- The information presented should not be considered a definitive statement on the presence, absence, 

or condition of ecological elements in a given area. RINHS data are delivered with the following disclaimers: 
a. The data provided are for planning, assessment, and informational purposes. Site-specific projects or 

activities should be reviewed for potential environmental impacts with appropriate regulatory agencies. If 
ground-disturbing activities are proposed on a site, the RINHS can be contacted for a site-specific review of 
the project area.  

b. Absence of information for a given geographic area, or lack of current information for a given area, does 
not categorically mean the absence of sensitive species or features. The absence of data may indicate that the 
project area has not been surveyed, rather than confirm that the area lacks natural heritage resources. 

c. The quantity and quality of data are dependent on research and observation of many individuals and 
organizations. In most cases this information is not the result of comprehensive or site-specific field surveys; 
many natural areas have never been surveyed and new plant and animal species records are still being 



discovered for many localities. For these reasons, the RINHS cannot provide a definitive statement on the 
presence, absence or condition of biological elements. The data show the natural heritage occurrences 
documented at the time the data were provided. These data should not be used as a substitute if an on-site 
survey is required for environmental assessment. 

d. Although reasonable effort has been made to verify this information, the RINHS make no guarantee with 
respect to the currency or accuracy of any data point provided, and accepts no responsibility for decisions 
made based on the information supplied. 

 
11. Licensee understands and acknowledges that the accuracy of these data is time- limited.  By the following date: 

___________ (which shall be no  later than one year following the issuance of this license), Licensee  will cease 
using these data for any and all purposes and will either: 

 
a. Upon request of RINHS, certify that all copies of these data have been destroyed or returned to RINHS; 

or 
 

b. Complete arrangements with RINHS to receive a comprehensive update to these data and an updated 
license. 

 
12. Licensee will indemnify and hold RINHS and its officers and employees harmless against any claims by third 

parties arising out of the use by Licensee of the data provided hereunder. 
 
13. This License is the entire agreement between the parties with respect to the subject matter hereof.  It shall be 

construed in accordance with the law of the State of Rhode Island and the Providence Plantations and may be 
amended only in writing signed by both parties. 

 
By accepting the RINHS data, Licensee agrees to abide by all of the above conditions. Licensee shall sign this license 
and return it to RINHS to indicate receipt and acknowledgment of the terms of this license. 
 

__________________________ 
 

Date 
 

______________________________________         ___________________________________ 
 

Licensee signature                                         Licensee title 
 

Approved: 
 

______________________________________         __________________________ 
 

David Gregg, RINHS Director                Date 
 


